
For All Who Are Far Away 
Acts 2 : 1-4, 14, 17-24, 36-42  Text: Acts 2 : 39 

Rev. Neal Plantinga 

November 11, 2018 

Morning Worship 
 

 
Gather to Glorify 

Prelude 
Call to Worship 

*Song:  “Come, Thou Almighty King”  #246 : 1 - 4 
*God’s Greeting 

*Song:  “O Give the Lord Wholehearted Praise”  Vs. 1 - 7 
Prayer for the Persecuted Church - Steve Snow 

 
Grow in Grace 

  Prayer of Confession 
Song:  “Not What My Hands Have Done”  #260 : 1 - 3 

God’s Will for Our Lives   
Congregational Prayer 

Children ages 2 - 4 are invited to Children’s Worship 
*Song:  “Spirit of God, Who Dwells Within My Heart”  #419 : 1 - 5 

 Scripture: Acts 2 : 1 - 4, 14, 17 - 24, 36 - 42  Text:  Acts 2 : 39 
 Message:  For All Who Are Far Away 

Prayer 

 
Go with the Gospel 

 Offerings: Capital Improvement, General Fund 
 Song:  “Come to the Savior Now”   #535 : 1 - 4 

*Benediction 
*Doxology:  “Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow”  #638 

*Postlude and Christian Fellowship 
 
 

 Pastor:  Rev. Neal Plantinga 
 Accompanist:  Tonia Westmaas 
  
*Congregation stands if able 



 
 
 

Everyone is welcome to gather for coffee and fellowship 
following the morning service. 

If you are a guest, please fill out a Guest Connection card and place in one of the            
Guest Connection boxes as you leave the sanctuary. 

 

TODAY AT FIRST 
A.M. Service:  Rev. Neal Plantinga, Sr. Research Fellow, Calvin Institute of Christian Worship 
will lead our morning service.   Scripture:  Acts 2 : 1-4, 14, 17-24, 36-42  Message:  For All 
Who Are Far Away    
P.M. Service:  Dr. Paul Bergsma will lead our evening worship service.   
Scripture: I Thessalonians 1 : 1 - 10  Message: Models for Mission  The Good News of 
God's love rings out from God's people in community in multiple ways. We proclaim a global 
message for everyone from everywhere. We all are God's emissaries sent out in His mission. 
Ready, set, go!    Offering:  Compassionate Heart Ministries   
 

NEXT WEEK AT FIRST 
A.M. Service:  Mr. Eric Verstraete from Life Matters World Wide will bring the message.  Next 
Sunday we will celebrate the baptism of Ethan Michael and Brett Leon Wassink, sons of Brett 
and Emma Wassink.       Offering: Hudsonville Christian Education Foundation,  General Fund            

P.M. Service: Ecclesiastes 10: 12-20    Series: Pursuit: Finding Meaning in This Life  
Message: Winsome Words.  We all know how powerful our words can be.  They can either 
repel another person or draw them in.  Do your words draw people toward Jesus? 
Offering:  Georgetown Harmony Homes 
 

CHURCH NOTES 

Our Mission Emphasis Celebration begins today.  This week and next we are welcoming 
guest pastors who will help us focus on the urgent need to “Go with the Gospel!” into our 
community and world.  Please make this a matter of intense prayer.  [Jesus] told them, “The 
harvest is plentiful, but the workers are few.  Ask the Lord of the harvest, therefore, to send 
out workers into his harvest field. [Luke 10:2]    
 

The 4-Year Bible Reading Plan  Four years ago we set out the challenge to read through the 
entire Bible in 4 years.  Some of you took on that challenge.  After this week’s reading, 
Revelation 17-22, you will have read the entire Bible.  Congratulations!!  But don't stop 
now!  Continue to make daily time in God's Word a priority. 
 

Men's Study and Prayer: Tuesdays, Nov. 13 & 27.  Men, you can still come even if you 
missed a few meetings.. We do this live and there is no home work!  Where was God When 
That Happened..   This is a great study- Good things- Bad things- YES, God is in both. He 
is utterly not like us and with a little reading this book may help us understand that 
 

Peter Fish Banks for the World Renew to help feed and educate people around the world can 
be turned in today. 
 

OUR CHURCH GIVING:  Last Week - General Fund: Budget: $5552.00  Collected: $5271.00 
Faith Promise: $1609.00;  Unity Christian High School: $362.00 
 

Year to Date Giving:  General Fund:  Budget: $240,568.00 Received:  $202,385.00  -15.9% 
Capital Improvement: Budget:  $25,000.00 Received: $15,598.00   -37.6% 

COMMUNITY NEWS AND EVENTS 

Everyone’s invited to the Soup Supper at Jamestown CRC (1653 Riley Street – Jamestown) 
on Monday, November 12. The supper is from 5 – 6:30 PM in the church basement and 
includes a variety of soups, chili, hot dogs, bread, tossed salad, jello, and ice cream. Cost is by 
donation…sponsored this month by the Cadets.  
 

CHRISTIAN SCHOOL NEWS 
Unity Christian High School is hosting Grandparents Day on Wednesday, November 21, from 
10:45 – 12:45.  The day will include worship, fellowship, and experiencing the life of your 
grandchild(ren) at Unity.  
 

There are a limited number of homemade apple pies available for purchase at Unity 
Christian High School.  Prices are: 1 pie = $10; 2 pies = $19; and 3 pies = $27.  They come 
boxed and ready for your freezer and can be baked at your convenience.  Stop by Unity’s 
school office anytime between 7:30 a.m. – 3:30 p.m. to pick some up. 
 

PACE 2018/2019, Unity’s annual fund drive, kicked off the week of October 16 – October 19.  
PACE provides funds that help keep Christian education affordable.   This year’s theme is, 
“Preparing Young Hearts and Minds for Christ’s Service.”  PACE provides every Unity 
student with the opportunity to build a foundation in Christ through a Christ-centered, bible-
based, academically-excellent education that prepares them as leaders for Him in this world. 
And, because $165,000 from PACE is designated for a $275 grant-in-aid per student, ALL 
STUDENTS benefit! Another $175,000 from PACE is designated for tuition assistance for 
families who want their children to attend Unity but financially would not be able to, and 
demonstrate this need based on their financial application. And, the remaining $65,000 will go 
toward capital improvements. To reach our goal of $400,000, we need your help through PACE.  
Every year, the number of families who struggle to afford Christian education is growing. We 
must not let any child lose the opportunity to know Christ more fully through a Christian 
education experience because of financial constraints.  Consider this… Once again, we have a 
matching gifts challenge. For every new or increased financial gift from last year to PACE, we 
receive a match (up to $50,000). That means your increased or new gift is doubled! So, please 
prayerfully consider how you will respond when our fundraising partner J. Milito & Associates, 
Inc. calls on you. 

 
FROM LOVE, INC 

Love In the Name of Christ has volunteer opportunities in the Outback Warehouse in the 
Electronic Department. If you have a talent of repairing computers we would love for you to be a 
part of this ministry. *Flexible days and hours*  Please contact 
Volunteer@loveinthenameofchrist.org or call 616-662-3300 ext 127.  
 
The annual Christmas store event is scheduled for December 7 and 8.  Opportunities to serve 
in our Christmas Store at Hudsonville Congregational United Church of Christ are numerous 
and varied. Be a blessing to our families this year as they participate in a Christmas event, 
allowing families to experience dignity.  On average, over 90 families participate in this annual 
event. Be a blessing by donating gifts or volunteering at the event.  Contact Tonia Westmaas at 
Toniaw@loveinthenameofchrist.org or 616-662-3300 x 122.  She'd love to get you plugged in or 
drop off a donation box to your place of work or church.  Gift donations for any age can be 
dropped off at Love Inc as well. 

mailto:Volunteer@loveinthenameofchrist.org
mailto:Toniaw@loveinthenameofchrist.org


OUR CHURCH FAMILY 

We extend our Christian sympathy to Diane Avink and Harold and Gen Walters in the passing 
of Jean Avink on Wednesday night  May God grant His comfort and peace to all those who 
mourn.  
 
Prayer Needs:   

• On this Veteran's Day give thanks for all those who have served in our military to protect the 
freedoms we hold dear. 

• Elmer Hoffman will undergo a procedure this Tuesday to replace his aortic valve. 

• Pray for those who are limited in their mobility by health or age: Mary Ann Machiela, Bob 
and Marie Heyboer, Jean Schut, and Connie Woodwyk 

• Pray for those who serve in our Armed Forces: Chris Velderman in the MI National Guard.   

• Pray for Dustin Cook, Tate Rillema, and David Williams who serve as police officers. 
 

CHURCH SERVICE SCHEDULE 
 NURSERY TODAY                             NURSERY NEXT SUNDAY  

AM - Kelly Caryl, Lindy Groenendyk, Hudson Dekker AM - Maribeth Laansma, Ann Sterk, Katelyn Palmbos 
PM - Dawn DeKievit, Kaylee Schnyders  PM - Kelsey Brouwer, Ella Bouma 
  

GREETERS TODAY                  GREETERS NEXT SUNDAY 
AM: A. Scott & Karen Kamer    AM: A. Alan & Lindy Groenendyk 
       B. Charlie & Julia Elgersma   B. Jake & Jenelle Vlietstra   
PM: Peter & Amy DeKievit  PM:  Alan Groenendyk Family 
 

USHERS  AM - Mark Byker, Zac Byker, Jason Dekker, Terry DeKoster 
   PM -  Ron Driesenga, Alan Groenendyk, Jeff Horstman, Jon Horstman 
 
COFFEE SERVER  TODAY  Judy Moelker   
   NEXT SUNDAY  Joanne Victory 

 

WEEKLY CALENDAR 
TODAY   10:45 Sunday School and Catechism 
MONDAY    7:00 Administrative Council Meeting 
TUESDAY    7:00 Men’s Study and Prayer Group 
WEDNESDAY    6:30 Cadets - Club Meeting 
     6:30 GEMS Meeting 

 
 

COMMUNITY NEWS AND EVENTS 
GRATEFUL—THANKFUL—BLESSED !  Does this describe you?  Then you have an 
opportunity to show your thankfulness to God during the month of November through our 
Facebook fundraiser. It’s easy! Go to Facebook. Search for our page: Kenowa Division of 
Bible League Volunteers. Click on the letter K. Go to the Thankfulness Fundraiser. Click 
Donate.  An anonymous donor will match up to $1,000. Let's meet or exceed that challenge! 
Please give today. Your gift will make an eternal difference. Thank you! 
 

CHURCH NOTES 

Hey Kids! Pastor Dave needs your help for our Thanksgiving Day Worship Service, 
[Thursday, November 22, 9:30 a.m.] Think of the things you're thankful for, like pets, 
food, family . . . Then take some pictures of those things.  That's it. Then your mom or dad can 
then send the digital pictures to Pastor Dave by email so we can use them in our Thanksgiving 
Day worship service.    Send the pictures to djolman@att.net by next Sunday, November 
18.  Thanks for your help! 
 

The GEMS here at First CRC are selling poinsettias again this year. The Christmas season is 
coming up and poinsettias are a great way to decorate for the season! There are a variety of 
colors to choose from. See one of the GEMS Girls or sign up on the welcome center to order. 
Orders need to be placed by Sunday November 18 and the flowers will be available for pick up 
on Sunday November 25. Thank you for supporting the GEMS!  
 

Cadet transportation- Ride providers are still needed.  This is a great way to show your love 
and support for these boys. One time a month or every other month would be greatly 
appreciated.  Sign up at the Welcome Center. 

 

Thanksgiving/Christmas Assistance: The holidays are a time when under resourced families 
feel even more poor. Please consider helping to alleviate the stress these families face this 
holiday season by helping provide food for Thanksgiving baskets or purchasing gifts for the 
Love INC Christmas Store. Items for Thanksgiving and the Christmas Store need to be back to 
church TODAY. The Kids Hope Christmas Gift Collection will begin mid-November.  
 

International Day of Prayer for the Persecuted Church:  Each November we are called upon 
to remember and to uphold in prayer the Persecuted Church and all our brothers and sisters in 
Christ who suffer for our shared faith.   The CRC’s Office of Social Justice provides our 
denomination’s perspective on religious persecution at http://justice.crcna.org/religious-
persecution.  Other information sources include the U.S. State Department (https://
www.state.gov/j/drl/rls/irf/), the U.S. Commission on International Religious Freedom 
(www.uscirf.gov), International Christian Concern (www.persecution.org), Christian Solidarity 
Worldwide (www.csw.org.uk), Jubilee Campaign USA (http://jubileecampaign.org/), Open Doors 
(https://opendoorsusa.org), and Hardwired Global (http://www.hardwiredglobal.org/).   
Steve Snow welcomes questions on the work of any of these organizations or about religious 
freedom conditions around the world.  Steve, a former staff member of the U.S. Commission on 
International Religious Freedom, served on the CRC’s Synodical Committee to Study Religious 

Persecution and Liberty (https://www.crcna.org/persecution).  
 

Help Needed:  Habitat for Humanity House The Hudsonville and Jenison area Christian 
Reformed Churches are joining together to build a house for the Swierenga family. The walls 
are going up!  Anyone interested in volunteering as an individual or group may contact:   Travis 
Steinhoff at 616.393.8001 x103  www.lakeshorehabitat.org Dates for November are as follows:  
November 13 - 17 AM/PM; November 20  AM/PM; November 27 - December 1 AM/PM   
AM Shift runs from 8:00 AM - Noon, PM shift runs from 1:00 - 4:00 PM.  
 

Transportation Need -Barnabas Ministries contacted our church about a transportation need 
for a family in our church neighborhood.  Their daughter needs a ride to her job at Big Apple 
Bagel in Jenison.  Her schedule varies from week to week but her shifts are always between 6 
a.m. and 4 p.m.  If you think you may be able to help or want more details contact Pastor Dave. 
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