
The Savior’s Amazing Love for Us 
John 15 : 1 - 17 

Rev. Jerry Van Groningen 

February 10, 2019 

Morning Worship 
 

 
Gather to Glorify 

Prelude 
Call to Worship for Psalm 103 : 1-2, 20-22 

*Songs:  “I Love You, Lord” 
“My Jesus, I Love Thee”  #557 : 1 - 4 

*God’s Greeting 
*Song:  “Come, Thou Fount of Every Blessing”  #486 : 1 - 3 

 
Grow in Grace 

God’s Will for Our Lives    
 Prayer of Confession 

Song:  “Jesus, Draw Me Ever Nearer”  Vs. 1 - 3 
Congregational Prayer 

Children ages 2 - 4 are invited to Children’s Worship 
*Song:  “The Love of God”  Vs. 1 - 3 

 Scripture: John 15 : 1 - 17 
 Message:  The Savior’s Amazing Love for Us 

Prayer 

 
Go with the Gospel 

 Offerings: Capital Improvement, General Fund 
 Song:  “O How I Love Jesus”  Vs. 1 - 4 

*Benediction 
*Doxology:  “O How He Loves You and Me”  Vs, 1 - 2 

*Postlude and Christian Fellowship 
 
 

 Pastor:  Rev. Jerry Van Groningen Congregational Prayer: Charlie Elgersma 
 Accompanist: Ev Hamberg 
  
 
*Congregation stands if able 



 
 
 

Everyone is welcome to gather for coffee and fellowship 
following the morning service. 

If you are a guest, please fill out a Guest Connection card and place in one of the            
Guest Connection boxes as you leave the sanctuary. 

 

TODAY AT FIRST 
A.M. Service:  Rev. Jerry Van Groningen will lead our worship services.   
John 15 : 1 - 17  Message:  The Savior’s Amazing Love for Us 
Offering:  Capital Improvement,  General Fund       
      

P.M. Service:   Psalm 117  Message:  The Hallelujah Challenge 
Offering:  Compassionate Heart Ministries 

 
NEXT WEEK AT FIRST 

A.M. Service:  John 1: 35-51  Series: Let the Church Say . . .  Message: You’re Invited    
There’s a saying that “words create worlds”.  Words have the power to create and transform!  
In this 3-part series we’re going to look at three things the Church can say that will bring life 
change to us and those around us.    Offering: Georgetown Harmony Homes,  General Fund   
          

P.M. Service: Genesis 12: 1-9  Series: Old Testament Essentials  Message: God Promises 
We may think of God as a master, teacher, guide or even friend.  But what about God as our 
partner?  Next week we’ll learn how God sets up a partnership with people.   
Offering:  First CRC Kids Hope 

 
 

CHURCH NOTES 

Sunday School Prayer Partners!  Please join us on February 17 for cookies and punch.  
Meet your child in the singing room after church!  They are excited to have you come. 
 
CHRISTIANITY EXPLORED COURSE: We each get one life to live – Christianity Explored 
helps you explore what it’s all about. This seven-week course provides an introduction (or re-
introduction) to the fundamentals of the Christian faith through a study of the Gospel 
according to Mark. It will be held Wednesday nights beginning February 20, 6:30 – 8:00 p.m. 
[light dinner will be served].   Christianity Explored gives a person time and space in a friendly 
environment to consider the big questions of life, and to explore the life of the person at the 
heart of the Christian faith: Jesus Christ.  Contact Pastor Dave or go to the website to sign up 
by February 13. 
 
 
OUR CHURCH GIVING:  Last Week - General Fund: Budget: $5552.00  Collected: $6001.00 
Faith Promise: $1077.00;  Unity Christian High School: $213.00 
 

FROM THE DENOMINATION 
Family Faith Formation Tip - “In a comprehensive study of relational dynamics in more than 
300 families spanning 35 years, family warmth was more correlated with faith transmission than 
any other relational factor,” say the folks at the Fuller Youth Institute. Take your family’s 
“temperature” this week and look for new ways to create a warm, loving, accepting, and 
encouraging home environment. (Faith Formation Ministries; crcna.org/FaithFormation)  
 
YOUR HEALTH - Calvin College is hosting the annual “Your Health” Lecture Series on February 
21, 2019 at 7:00 p.m. at the Calvin College Chapel. John Hamersma, M.D. will present a lecture 
entitled “Palliative Care: Improving Quality of Life.” Hear about the value of life and ways to 
improve quality of life, relieve pain and suffering, and reduce fall risk at home. This event is free 
and open to the public.  

 
VOLUNTEER AND EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITIES 

Love, INC - Are you looking to impact your community? We have volunteer gaps missing in our 
sorting ministry Monday, Wednesday-Friday. Two shifts are available: 9am-1pm and 1pm-5pm.  
Our group of volunteers sort through our donations, organizing the goods so the resale ministry 
runs smoothly, ultimately impacting our Life Skills families.  Thank you for your consideration.  
Please contact Volunteer@loveinthenameofchrist.org or call 616-662-3300 ext 127.  
 
Volunteer women drivers needed on Thursday mornings to transport women to a life skills/
support group run by 70x7 Life Recovery (formerly Criminal Justice Chaplaincy).  Drivers bring 
the ladies to Calvin CR Church (700 Ethel SE) at 9:30 AM and out at 11:00 AM; opportunity to 
support and encourage women during the ride! Contact Sarah Rhein at 616-514-3718 or 
sarahr@70x7liferecovery.org to find out more. 
 
Great Escape Day Camp Now Hiring for Summer 2019:   Applicants needed for 10 paid 
Camp Counselor positions to plan and lead activities at the 2019 Great Escape Summer Day 
Camp, in Holland!  Candidates should be outgoing and have a heart for leading children/
adolescents in a Christian environment.  College students pursuing careers working with 
elementary and/or middle school age children, preferred.  Assistant Counselor applicants must 
be going into their Junior year of high school for 2019-2020 school year, or older.  Staff shifts 
vary between 7:30pm - 6:00pm Monday-Friday, starting June 10.  -No night or weekend 
shifts!  Job description and application at www.neighborsplus.org.  Follow the links under the 
For Youth tab!  Questions: email greatescape@neighborsplus.org or call 616.399.9190 ext. 325. 
 

Do you love people? Do you have a heart for disability ministry? If you're looking for a 
rewarding position caring for and serving amazing adults with disabilities, we would love to talk 
to you!  Georgetown Harmony Homes is accepting applications for part-time Resident Care 
Assistants to work with adults with developmental disabilities in our 6-bed homes in Jenison/
Hudsonville. We are seeking individuals with strong Christian beliefs and values who have a 
heart for disability  You must have completed high school and be at least 18 years of age. 
Training provided. Competitive wages provided. To Apply, please email 
aopperwall@georgetownharmonyhomes.org  
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WEEKLY CALENDAR 
TODAY   10:45 Sunday School and Catechism 
     7:00 Administrative Council Meeting 
TUESDAY    7:00 Men’s Prayer and Study Group 
WEDNESDAY    6:30 Cadets - Club Meeting 
     6:30 Women’s Bible Study 

      
COMMUNITY NEWS AND EVENTS 

Everyone’s invited to the Soup Supper at Jamestown CRC (1653 Riley Street – Jamestown) 
on Monday, February 11. The supper is from 5 – 6:30 PM in the church basement and includes 
a variety of soups, chili, hot dogs, bread, tossed salad, jello, and ice cream. Cost is by 
donation…this month benefiting the Young People.  
 

Mental health and suicide prevention training - One in five of us live with a diagnosable 
mental health condition, and mental illness is usually a factor when someone takes their own 
life. Clergy, youth group leaders, church staff, congregation members, and anyone with a 
passion for mental health are urged to attend a workshop to learn how to build healthier 
communities through mental health education and reduce the stigma associated with mental 
illness. The workshop has been scheduled in two different locations in Kent and Ottawa 
counties on February 19. See benice.org/be-nice-faith for details and to register. Sponsored by 
the Mental Health Foundation of West Michigan with support from the Suicide Prevention 
Coalitions of Kent and Ottawa Counties and CRC and RCA Disability Concerns.  
 

Women, ages 14-104, are invited to attend IF:Hudsonville at Evergreen Ministries on March 8 & 
9. This two-day conference will feature speakers from IF:Gathering 2019, live worship and time 
of prayer and fellowship with women in our community. Cost to attend is $25. Register today at 
ifhudsonville.iflocal.com! 
 

Are you looking for an incredible, Christ-centered experience for your kids this Summer? 
CranHill has Summer camp opportunities for kids ages 6-17, with plenty of specialty camp 
options. Sibling discounts are available! For more information and to register for camp, visit 
cranhillranch.com/summercamp.  
 

CAMP ROGER - Register today for Camp Roger's overnight camp (Rockford), Camp Scottie's 
day camp (Howard City), or for one of our wilderness trips! With camp types available for 
children going into Kindergarten through recent graduates, each type builds on the next, with 
adventures around every corner. Make sure to check out our new pricing structure! 
www.camproger.org/summer-camp  
 

Alive Ministries (263 Church Street, Jenison, MI) is hosting two family events in March: 
"Protect Young Eyes" & "Circle of Grace". Through these two events, the hope is to equip 
children and families as they walk through life together in this day of technology and fading 
boundaries.   Friday, March 8 at 6:30 PM: PROTECT YOUNG EYES - this is a well-respected 
organization that helps you to protect yourself and your kids from harmful content on the internet 
and social media and learn how to react to potential crisis. Kids will learn similar theme through 
the book “The Squire and the Scroll”.  Friday, March 22 at 6:30 PM: CIRCLE OF GRACE is a 
safe church program designed to help you learn what it means for your kids to have healthy 
relationships and physical boundaries. Kids will learn similar themes through the book “The 
Princess and the Kiss”.  Please see the flyer on the bulletin board for more information.  

CHURCH NOTES 
Habitat for Humanity House - As a church we have the opportunity to do volunteer work at the 
Habitat for Humanity house on the corner of 48th Ave. and Baldwin St. on Saturday February 23 
from 8:00 am to 12:00. There is a sign up sheet at the Welcome Center. 
 
Men’s Prayer and Study Group will meet Tuesdays, February 12 and 26 at 7:00. 
 
Sanctity of Human Life Sunday Activities- remember to fill the baby bottles, bring in your crib 
items, and donate to Right to Life. Today will be the last day to participate.  Please, turn in the 
baby bottles even if you don’t fill them so Positive Options won’t need to purchase more for 
other collections. Thanks for choosing Life! 
 
Do you need help with marital, family or relationship issues?  Please reach out to our First 
CRC/Pine Rest Church Assistance Program.  This program offers free confidential counselling 
and support.  Call 800.442.0809  

 
OUR CHURCH FAMILY 

A Birthday to Remember:  Jo Koops will celebrate her 90th birthday on February 18. 
 
Directory Update:  Ida DeYoung has been moved to a different room at Vista Springs. 
Complete address:  Vista Springs Assisted Living, 2708 Meyer Ave. #13   
New Phone: 616-288-0423 
 

Prayer Needs:   

• Those who are living with cancer and other illnesses.  Remember in prayer this week: Hazel 
Hielkema and Donna Machiela 

• Marilyn VanHaitsma is recovering at Medi-lodge following surgery on her ankle. 
Pray for those who are limited in their mobility by health or age: Ron Posthumus, Jerry 
DeWeerd, Mary Ann Machiela, and Bob and Marie Heyboer 

 

CHURCH SERVICE SCHEDULE 
 NURSERY TODAY                             NURSERY NEXT SUNDAY  

AM - Kristin Buskard, Dawn DeKievit, Hudson Dekker AM - Cheryl Brouwer, Sandy Helms, Ella Bouma 
PM - Tonia Westmaas, Katelyn Palmbs   PM - Tammy Schnyders, Jaxon Caryl 
  

GREETERS TODAY                  GREETERS NEXT SUNDAY 
AM:  A. Adam & Tonia Westmaas     AM: A. Ray & Judy Ponstein 
        B. Bill & Cheryl Brouwer    B. Jack & Cheri Huisman 
 

USHERS AM - Ray Ponstein, Ron Sterk, Harry VanderBrug, Brett Wassink  
  PM - Mark VanderBrug, Brad VanDragt, Nathanel Stone, Jack Vugteveen 
 
COFFEE SERVER  TODAY  Ann Sterk   
   NEXT SUNDAY  Karen Kamer 
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