
 

  

January 13, 2019 
Scripture: 2 Corinthians 10: 7-18 
Message: Overcoming Comparison  

This Week: 
• Meditate on/Memorize the theme verse for this series:  1 John 5: 4-5 -- For everyone born of  

God overcomes the world. This is the victory that has overcome the world, even our faith.   
Who is it that overcomes the world? Only the one who believes that Jesus is the Son of God. 

• Take an inventory of your thoughts this week:  How often do you compare yourself to others? 
• A heart at peace gives life to the body, but envy rots the bones. Proverbs 14:30 
• Pride goes before destruction, a haughty spirit before a fall.  Proverbs 16:19 

January 13, 2019 

Morning Worship 
 

 
Gathering 

Prelude 
*Call to Worship - Psalm 105 : 1 - 4 

*Song:  “Great Is the Lord Our God”  Vs. 1 - 3 
*God’s Greeting  

*Song:  “Tree Song”  Vs. 1 - 4 
Vs. 1: All;  Vs. 2: Men, All on Chorus; Vs. 3: Women, All on Chorus; Vs. 4 All 

 

Renewal   
Song of Confession:  “Nearer, Still Nearer”  Vs. 1 - 4 

Vs. 1: All;  Vs. 2-3: Walkup Choir;  Vs. 4: All   
Words of Confession 

Offerings:  Capital Improvement, General Fund 
Offertory 

Ministry Update:  Kids Hope 
Congregational Prayer 

Children ages 2 - 4 are invited to Children’s Worship 
 

Word 
*Song:  “When I Survey the Wondrous Cross”   

 Scripture: 2 Corinthians 10 : 7 - 18 
Series:  Overcomer 

 Message:  Overcoming Comparison 
Prayer 

 

Sent 
*Benediction 

*Song:  “How Deep the Father’s Love for Us”  Vs. 3   
*Postlude and Christian Fellowship 

 
 Pastor:  Rev. Dave Jolman Scripture & Prayer:  Charlie Elgersma 
 Accompanist: Kim Persenaire 
*Congregation stands if able 



 
 
 

Everyone is welcome to gather for coffee and fellowship 
following the morning service. 

If you are a guest, please fill out a Guest Connection card and place in one of the            
Guest Connection boxes as you leave the sanctuary. 

 

TODAY AT FIRST 
A.M. Service:  2 Corinthians 10: 7-8  Series:  Overcomers   Message: Overcoming 
Comparison  It’s all too easy to be overcome by sinful actions or faulty mindsets.  But God’s 
Word tells us that we are overcomers! This morning we’ll look at another common obstacle 
most of us face: comparison.  We’ll learn together how to overcome it in God’s strength.  

 
P.M. Service:  Genesis 3  Series: Old Testament Essentials  Message: God Judges  The 
first chapters of Genesis include some strange things: Adam and Eve, talking snakes, a 
forbidden piece of fruit.  What do we make of all this?  Join us tonight as we continue our 
study of the main themes of the Old Testament. 
Offering:  Sunset Communities 

 
NEXT WEEK AT FIRST 

A.M. Service:  1 Corinthians 13   Series: Overcomers  Message: Overcoming Hurt  
Someone makes a comment to you that sends you reeling.  You can’t seem to forget it.   You 
go through a painful experience that leaves you emotionally aching– you’ve been hurt and you 
are hurting.  Is it possible to overcome? 
Offering:  Love, INC,  General Fund        
     

P.M. Service: Genesis 12: 1-3  Series: Old Testament Essentials  Message: God Promises  
We may think of God as a master, teacher, guide or even friend.  But what about God as our 
partner?  Next Sunday we’ll learn how God sets up a partnership with people.  
Offering:  Georgetown Harmony Homes 

 
CHURCH NOTES 

Men’s Prayer and Study Group will meet Tuesday, January 22 at 7:00. 
 
CHRISTIANITY EXPLORED COURSE: We each get one life to live – Christianity Explored 
helps you explore what it’s all about. This seven-week course provides an introduction (or re-
introduction) to the fundamentals of the Christian faith through a study of the Gospel 
according to Mark. It will be held Wednesday nights beginning February 20, 6:30 – 8:00 p.m. 
[light dinner will be served].   Christianity Explored gives a person time and space in a friendly 
environment to consider the big questions of life, and to explore the life of the person at the 
heart of the Christian faith: Jesus Christ.  Contact Pastor Dave or go to the website to sign up. 
 
OUR CHURCH GIVING:  Last Week - General Fund: Budget: $5931.00  Collected: $4356.00 
Faith Promise: $1452.00;  Dégagé Ministries: $837.00 
 

COMMUNITY NEWS AND EVENTS 

Everyone’s invited to the Soup Supper at Jamestown CRC (1653 Riley Street – Jamestown) 
on Monday, January 14. The supper is from 5 – 6:30 PM in the church basement and includes a 
variety of soups, chili, hot dogs, bread, tossed salad, jello, and ice cream. Cost is by donation…
this month benefiting the GEMS.  
 
2019 JANUARY SERIES - the award winning free liberal arts education delivered in 15 weekly, 
lunchtime lectures. The series begins continues weekdays through January 23 from 12:30 – 
1:30 p.m. EST with topics such as technology and faith, the church and disabilities, restorative 
justice, cancer research, the #metoo movement, and so much more, by top experts in their 
fields. Thousands in west Michigan will join us on Calvin College’s campus; others will watch the 
live feed at more than 50 remote webcast sites, while others listen online. For information about 
speakers, topics, remote sites, and listening options, go to www.calvin.edu/january  
 
Please help replenish the blood supply by giving blood Friday, January 18, at the Hillcrest 
C.R.C. in Hudsonville.  You may call 1-800-RED-CROSS for an appointment or walk in between 
11:30 AM and 5:15 PM.  A donor card or driver's license is required for I.D. Donors must be 17 
or more and weigh at least 110 lbs. It is recommended to be well-hydrated and to eat a meal 
four hours before giving blood.  Michigan law permits 16-year-olds to give with written parental 
consent.  Certain height and weight restrictions apply.  
 
Looking for some mid-winter fun?  Bring your family and friends to the CLC Network Auction 
on Saturday, January 26 at Calvary CRC (3500 Byron Center Ave SW, Wyoming).  Dinner and 
the silent auction start at 4:30 PM, and the live auction begins at 6:00 PM. Bid on merchandise, 
gift certificates, experiences, and much more!  Your participation helps equip congregations and 
schools to glorify God through purposeful, innovative inclusion of persons with varied abilities.  
Learn more at clcnetwork.org. 
 
CAMP ROGER'S MAN CAMP 2019 - Join us for an amazing father/son weekend on February 1
-3! Develop a deeper relationship with God and each other while participating in challenges, 
competitions, and outdoor winter activities. More info and registration form at 
www.CampRoger.org/special-events.  
 
Family Faith Formation Tip - It’s easy for kids to think of Bible people like Moses and David as 
mythical characters rather than real, flesh and blood, flawed people. When you read Bible 
stories where the main character does something wrong (and there are many!), emphasize that 
God works through imperfect people, even when they make mistakes. And share stories with 
your kids of how God is at work in your own imperfect life. (Faith Formation Ministries; crcna.org/
FaithFormation)  
 
 

FROM LOVE, INC 
Volunteer Opportunity:  In the Outback Warehouse at Love INC there are groups of volunteers 
spending time sorting new donations, recycling products, working in our bike shop ministry, and 
organizing materials so everything works smoothly in our two resale shoppes. We are short on 
volunteers and are asking if you'd pray about this opportunity.  Days and times are very flexible. 
Please contact Volunteer@loveinthenameofchrist.org or call 616-662-3300 ext 127.  

 

mailto:Volunteer@loveinthenameofchrist.org


CHURCH SERVICE SCHEDULE 
 NURSERY TODAY                             NURSERY NEXT SUNDAY  

AM - Kelly Caryl, Cassie Helms, Ella Bouma  AM - Linda Horstman, Jennie Ponstein, Kenna Caryl 
PM - Kathy Krikke, Angele Schnyders   PM - Amy Jolman, Kaylee Schnyders 
  

GREETERS TODAY                  GREETERS NEXT SUNDAY 
AM:  A. Charlie & Julia Elgersma    AM: A. Alan & Lindy Groenendyk 
        B. Jeff & Linda Horstman   B. Neil & Dawn DeKievit 
 

USHERS  AM - Jake Nagelkirk, Cal Palmbos, Kevin Palmbos, Rog Spoelma 
   PM - Jeff Persenaire, Ben Persenaire, Steve Schnyders, Keith Rillema 
 
COFFEE SERVER  TODAY  Shirley VanderBrug   
   NEXT SUNDAY  Judy Moelker 

 

 
WEEKLY CALENDAR 

TODAY   10:45 Sunday School and Catechism 
MONDAY    7:00 Administrative Council Meeting 
WEDNESDAY    6:30 Cadets - Club Meeting 
     6:30 GEMS Meeting 
     6:30 Women’s Bible Study 

 

 
CHRISTIAN SCHOOL NEWS 

Hudsonville Christian School invites you to their Early Childhood Exploration Night on 
Thursday, January 24 at 6:30 PM at 3435 Oak Street in Hudsonville. Bring your child to visit the 
classrooms, meet the teachers and participate in fun activities.  Child check-in is at 6:00 PM. We 
will have a parent presentation in the gym at 6:30 PM where you can hear about all our Early 
Childhood options and Kids’ Corner childcare.  Enrollment will begin that night.  Visit 
www.hudsonvillechristian.org/explorationnight for more information.  Hudsonville Christian is 
committed to partnering with parents to make a Christian education possible.  Come talk to us 
about how we can invest in your child’s education together.  Ask us how preschool at HCS can 
be free! 
 
Unity Christian High School will be hosting New Student Nights on January 14, 21, and 23 
beginning at 7:00 p.m. These nights are for both the student and parents and are designed to 
have you explore the classes and programs at Unity, experience what a day is like, and engage 
with other future students and families. Call or email Unity (669-1820 or 
unity@unitychristian.org) to reserve an evening. 
 

 
 
 

CHURCH NOTES 
The Elgersma/ Velderman Care Group is planning a potluck on January 27. Additional 
information will be in your mailboxes. 
 

Feeling sad and not so wonderful this time of year?  Please reach out to our First CRC/Pine 
Rest Church Assistance Program.  This program offers free confidential counselling and 
support.  Call 800.442.0809  
 

Help Needed:  Habitat for Humanity House The Hudsonville and Jenison area Christian 
Reformed Churches are joining together to build a house for the Swierenga family. The walls 
are up!  Interior work will be starting soon. Anyone interested in volunteering as an individual or 
group may contact:   Travis Steinhoff at 616.393.8001 x103  www.lakeshorehabitat.org  
 

Cadet transportation - A new year, a new opportunity to be the hands and feet of 
Jesus.  Support 3 of our Kids Hope boys who attend our Cadet program by providing 
transportation home on Wednesday nights at 8:00 pm.  Having them attend Cadets is providing 
them with Christian instruction and Christian men showing them what it means to have 
character and integrity which they don't always get elsewhere.  Please consider this wonderful 
opportunity to be involved in this ministry to these boys.  Women can also sign up to bring them 
home.  Sign up sheet is at the welcome center.  Contact Cheri Huisman with questions. 

 
OUR CHURCH FAMILY 

We extend our Christian sympathy to Jim and Cindy Plooster and family in the passing of 
Jim’s mother, Jean Plooster on Tuesday.  Funeral services will be held on Monday, January 14 
at 11 AM at Ridgewood CRC. Visitation will be today (Sunday) from 2 - 5 at Matthysse Funeral 
Home in Grandville.  May God grant His peace and comfort to all those who mourn. 
 

Prayer Needs:   

• Eric Laansma had surgery last week to repair an Achilles tendon injury. 

• Hazel Hielkema – recent tests revealed some cancer cells in the lymph nodes near her 
lungs.  Hazel is receiving more targeted chemotherapy as well as some further testing.   

• Los family as they live with the effects of chronic fatigue syndrome 

• Pray for those who are limited in their mobility by health or age: Bob and Marie Heyboer, 
Edna VerKaik, Jean Schut, and Connie Woodwyk 

 
Thank you for the cards, remembrances, words of encouragement and love we received at 
Christmas. Thank you to Deacon Steve Velderman and Betty for their card and gift box.  We 
pray that your Christmas season was filled with much love and joy celebrating the birth of our 
Lord and Savior. May God bless you richly in the New Year.   
     Love in Christ, Rev. Robert and Joyce Holwerda 
 
Thank you for the Christmas cards, also for the goodie box that I received at Christmas. I would 
like to say a thank you for the encouragement team. Those visits meant so much to me. I pray 
that they will continue.      Love, Fran Nederveld 
 
Thank you to each and every one for your prayers, thoughts, visits, cards and other 
expressions of love. Thank you also to Pastor Dave, Bob Koops and Charlie Elgersma for their 
visits and calls. Above all, thanks be to God.     Donna Machiela 
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